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The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United 
Nations Office at Vienna, presents its compliments to all Permanent Missions based in 
Vienna, and has the honor to send attached, the joint letter submitted for the People´s 
Republic of China, the Republic of Cuba, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea,  
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Nicaragua, the Russian Federation, the 
Syrian Arab Republic, and The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, to the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, H.E. Antonio Guterres; regarding the current situation of 
COVID-19, the challenges that countries are facing and how national efforts to address 
the pandemic are currently being undermined as a result of the application of the illegal 
unilateral coercive measures.  

 
In the letter those countries urge the Secretary General  to request the 

complete and immediate lifting of the illegal, coercive and arbitrary measures of 
economic pressure – in line with the longstanding and principled position of the United 
Nations to reject unilateral coercive measures -, in order to ensure the full, effective and 
efficient response of all members of the international community to the coronavirus, and 
to also reject the politicization of such a pandemic. 

 
The application of unilateral coercive measures undermines the efforts of 

national governments, to attack the COVID-19, especially in relation to the effective and 
timely procurement of medical equipment and supplies, including testing kits and 
medications. The Unilateral Coercive Measures are illegal and violate international law 
and the Charter of the United nations. 

 
The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United 

Nations Office at Vienna, avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent 
Missions based in Vienna, the assurances of its highest consideration. 

  
 
 

Vienna, 26th of March, 2020 
  
 
 
 

To the Honorable 
Permanent Missions 
Vienna.- 
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